AN NI I TEE ongrs or 18” 2 er att; wat” CCM £48 at a: at” « ——_ oP —— 6. wy Tree eee LI Wigs ven or nw —_— YO rr 6s TP—s 5-7 4 ary endo (—"Y ft eg on ry rhe ate = rs we 90% $7 16 ws rat vr ® ED ED EE CO EE IP IS = > <a — weez Sw COURT Fe I TT NEO 
- o .w © - » ws _ + S * » _—_ £ hy - 4 p X 6 x . , - | 
_ . 0 "IRE pat a 4 : , * ——— 


Lo 


{ 


ITT" 8 : _—_— - —- er yn weyyw YT; "w + Þ » LS SA ot 4 > wy. ? OF CSI LT ILL, » =_ = . * , __ | = 
* TIT 5 ET " P — , FI Sr - » - » "v dO; v-06d . , —— ww 
mes 3.9 "I PT +03) | F *> ; G, 0 G6, F 
a (noch of ay i rg EE —- : - 7 - I les © > ul - i if MM; EIS 
TEN A Y 44 6, g \ _ ta 
- 


fr 2p Noa "©«®L. < 
—_ a : SE TX - "_” 
we {4 * # Wn Fi us "2 EST : CIR , == 


_ 


4 CORO 


: . 
» 2 > "— W722, Y - SADIS FS Adi Owns 
Pas I. ® : , p : ' * Art 


: 


We 
E 
= 
a> 
N. 
"4 
rs 
Sd 
= 
=> 
& 


DELIVERED JULY ' 20, 1796, }# 
AT THE INTERMENT OF THE |;* 


4 


JEVEREND SAMUEL WEBSTER, BD. D. 


LATE FASTOR OF THE SECOND. CHURCH AND! CONGREGATION: IN 


\ "oh 


SAL I1SBUS LSE 


ht 
-ak. 
| SH» 23] 
| CCC WEE 
$55 I 


IC 
BY THOMAS CARY, A. M.:=* 


192; 
A PASTOR OF THE FIRST CHURCH IN NEWBURYPFORT, 


% 


” 


PRINTED BY BLUNT AND MARCH. 


T *4 = | - - a 6 _—— -— "—_— _ _ . _—— -_ _ 
j = | 


| 5 I | 
Cs BY 
M7} 3 
: : 
- 
=y | 
| 


Funeral 


. > Wy" <1 / 
. 
of -&* 
* F _ Ss 
@& 7 £ 
. þ $5 
* 84 = -2p6+ 
L © 
- ; 
F. 8 
- 7.7 
l "F3$% 
% F 
- 


Il CORINTHIANS, I, 12. ;* 


FOR OUR REJOICING 1S THIS, THE TESTIMONY) gr QUR 
CONSCIENCE, THAT IN SIMPLICITY AND GODLY SIKGPRITY 
NOT WITH FLESHLY WISDOM, BUT BY THE CRACE OF 
GOD WE HAVE HAD OUR CONVERSATION IN THEWORLD, 
AND MORE ABUNDANTLY TO YOU-WARDS. fÞ | 


S > 
. 
- mg 
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Hy 


'T ure words are part of an excellent Epiſtle 
of Saint Paul, wrote to the Corinthians after his pre- 


ſeryation from great dangers, to which he hat been 


"*F 
"> 


expoſed in Afia, 


ke 
- 
©. by 


: " 
”P 34 
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WHAT kind of trouble it was, with which he 


bad been viſited, he does not declare. - It gays bim 


eg 
reaſon however to ſuppoſe, an end would ſoon be put 
fo vis Te, and that he truſt gs down to the grave. 
« We were preſſed out of meaſure, above ftrength, 
infomuch that we deſpaired even of life, We had 
the ſentence of death in ourſelves.” 


BUT the Apoſtle was delivered out of his dan- 
- get; he eſcaped the death that was threatened hitn ; 
and this deliverance he afcribes to his Maker. 
. « Who delivered us from fo great a death and doth 
deliver ; in whom we truſt he will yet deliver us: Ye 
alſo helping together by prayer for us, that for the 
gift beſtowed upon us' by the means of many per- 
ſons ; thanks may be given by many on our behalf.” 


THEN corties iti the text. An&ir ſeerns to be 
deſigned, as' a recommendation of himſelf and his 
brethren to their prayers : It appears as an argument 
to prevail upon them to help the miniſters of Chriſt 
in their important work, by ſeeking the divine mercy 
and grace for them. © For our rejoicing is this, the 
teſtimony .of our conſcience,” &c. As it he had 
faid—* We aſk your prayers for us, not to carry on 


afly crafty ſcheme, but that we might fulfil our 
micuſtry 


( 7. 9 


miniſtry with uprightneſs, We aſk you to iatjceod 
for thoſe, who are conſcious of their integrify | in 
their paſt condu@t to you, and who: feel the ſatisface. 


in the view of death.” | | Fx 


| ; | WE are led in our diſcourſing upon the Fords | 


to confider—the witneſs mentioned—the teflithony 


| it gave—and the reſult of this reſtimony. 


& Our "Ol is this, the teſtimony of our cunſcis 


. i! 


ence. vt 


: I 
: 


in him certain powers and faculties which are to nl 
and dire&t him. Man 1s endowed with a capacity of 


reflecting upon himſelt in his various circu 


ments thus formed, are a witneſs for or againſt. him. | 
Conſcience has therefore been defined, © the dbelara- | 
tion. of our mind conceruing ourſdyes,” ' Ark, hws| 
| ; the | 


tion thence arifing, in the adverſe hour, and even | 


I RR [RY 
I. As to the witneſs mentioned, it is conſcience. | 


THE wiſdom and goodneſs of God are matfifef- [ 
ted in the creation of man. He has implanted Fith- | | 


of comparing himſelf with ſome rule,and thence Jearn- | | 
ing his | true and real charafter. | Now che! jon» 


' : 


CS 9 
the ſcriptures repreſent it.* © The Gentiles which 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained 


inthe law, theſe, having not the law, are a'law unto 


themſelves ; which ſhew the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conſcience alſo | bearing witneſs, 
and their thoughts (or reaſonings within themſelves) 
accuſing or elſe excuſing one another.” F © The{p1- 
rit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit.” 


BY reaſon and revelation, we are taught the'be- 

; 1ng. and perfections of God. ;Rewards and puniſh- 
ments are connected with a ſenſe of right and wrong 

in ourſelves, Conſcience therefore muſt bear refer- 

ence to the judgment of God—to his approbation and 

blefling ; or to his reſentment and the unhappy con- 

ſequences of it, When therefore it teſtifies of our 

character, it muſt alſo teſtify of our ſtate. And 

hence we find, not 'only ſhame attends its teſtimony 


againſt us, but fear ; Not only comfort and fatisfac- 


tion accompany it's witneſs in our fayor, but alſo hope. 
Which muſt be an undoubted evidence, that it does 
extend further, than merely to the charaQter of men, 
* It's fitneſs- or not ; but allo to the fruits and conſe- 


ng quences © 
Thom ma 6 DD 
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guences of this character. This 1 Is, in 2 few wyjds [ 
what we may underftand by conſtietice, or the witael 


4 
here mentioned, | Row 
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11. WE are in the next place to obſerrs Sthe | 
teſtimony it gave. © In ſimplicity and godly Gakeri. | 
ty, aot with fleſhly wildom,” &c. Two things ribs be | 
here noticed by. us—that conſcience witneſſed fo the 
courſe of the Apoſtle's condut—and then jo the | 
manner of his converſation—the temper which: at- | 
tended it—the principle from whence it flowed,” : 

1, CONSCIENCE witnefſed to the coulls 4 the | 
Apoſtle $s conduct, £4 We have bad Our converlMtion 


7 


in the world.” 4-588 
ACTIONS muſt be an umportant article out 
which conſcience 1s converſant. And It will iff to 
the good or illoffingle ations. But then a conſrience 
that js rightly informed, will never witneſs to the pope 
neſs or badneſs of a man's charaQter and the reward 


or puniſhment conſequent thereupon, ſo far as hm | 


a5: T 


depend updn attions ;| merely from 'a ſingle F112 
ſingle act can never denomunate a man _ of 19 
- | | 


E071 

if bis condudt | in general be quite the contrary. Tt 
15 a man's habitual behaviour which charafterizes him 
virtuous or vicious... An enlightened conſcience there- 
fore, which always {F ſpeaks truth, can never witneſs that 
his character 1s good: or bad in any particular branch 
. of conduR, by one or, by few a&ts, which are not con- 
ſonant to the general pratice. And as conſcience 
when properly regulated will not witneſs to any per- 
ſon's character or , eſtate by ſingle actions, but only 
thoſe which are habitual - ſo neither will it witneſs in 
behalf of any man, merely on account of the ſteady 
habitual practice. of, one virtue. _In_regard to vice it 
15 undoubtedly, different, Conſcience will teſtify A- 
gainſt men for one ſin indulged, as weil as 2gainft ma- 
ny tranſgreſſions, For the allowed practice of one 
iniquity, fully EVINCEs that there is a Arm. and ſettled 
violation of the diftates of reaſon and the] laws of God. 
But in religion—to prove that it EEE ne and what 
| God will accept ; it muſt be unifgrm, conſiſtent and 
univerſal. Without this, no ear 1s paid to the 
voice of God as written upon our own hearts, or as 
revealed in his word. For there, no Ciſtin&tion is 
made, One virtue is as much inculcated and as bind- 
Ing as the other. They who continue in one kind 
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of fin ; and they who perform but one part of Gaby, 
* 44 1 


are 1n reality equally negligent of God and diet” 


. 


olrewet 


to him. 


PERFECTION } Is not to be expedted of in. 


« If we lay we have no fin, we deceiye ourſelves ad 
372 


the truth 1s not in us.” +<© All have ſinned? and 


come ſhort of the glory of God.” And becauſe 1 ingn- 


kind are fingers, becauſe the beſt charaQters fall 4 6m 
virtue, a remedy Is. provided, The Son of Gadhas | 
undertaken for the rebellious. He came into -vur 
world—tuffered and died. Through him it igg-al 
mult |be received to favor, But then, i In order. to 
reap the benefit of hus interpoſition, we muſe polic a 
particular character, And although y we cannot renger 
an uaſinoing obedience, yet our hearts may be right 
with God, and We unblameable 1 In the general extrle 
of our liyes. This we muſt ſuppoſe, God would j Infſ 
uUp0N. 1D every diſpenſation to his creatures ; otherwiſe 
religion would be but a name. Thoſe then to whom 
conlcience teſtifies, that they have their converlation 


in the world, are, they who are univerſally religitus 
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And as conſcience thus witneſſed to the courſe of the 
Apoſtle's conduRt, 4 


2. SO it alſo witneſſed to the manner of his con- 
vrerſation—the temper which attended it—the prin- 
ciple from whence it flowed. Ma 


HE oblves that 1t was ©* Dy, or in the grace of 
God.” It was agreeable to that (yſtem of divine grace 
which 1 is in the goſpel ; and which hath appeared unto 
all men, te teaching us that denying ungodlinefs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and 


podly i in the preſent world.” This was the rule of 


his life, and by this, he conducted himſelf ib his whole 
courſe. The grace *of God reigned in his ſoul, it was 
an operative principle, it led to © all holy converſation 
and godlineſs. 44 The boly ſpirit dwelt in his heart, 
and it had an abiling powerful influence | over him. 
It formed bim to a truly religious difpoſition, by im- 
preſſing upon his mind the truth ast is in Jeſus. 


Hs pI" M he alfo declares, was not with 


or «f fleſhly _ 
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| ( 13 } j 
« fleſhly wiſdom.” A ſecular intereſt aaa} 
prevailing motive. His conduct was not that, which 


Rn. og 


tended to promote the pleaſures of the body, i bt to 
ſecure the great things of this life. He did not tro 
ceed upon worldly political MAXIMS,0r purſue low in- 
trigues, or crafty ſchemes, which were incon if 
with a moral and chriſtian charaQter ;| and this, vi A 
view to raiſe and ſer himſelf up at the EXPence * [5 | 
brethren. On the contrary, has behavior, he ta us 
was © in ſunplicity -and godly - ſincerity.” 8” 
* the honeſt and upright, the fair and open mihe ; 
He was really what he appeared ; his heart 1g;eed 
with his words and actions. And declarations "= 'this 
purpole, he repeatedly makes to che Corinth 


"=, 
>. 


this epiſtle. 


when! | OR we are not as many which corvpt the 
word of God, but |as of fincerity, but AS of 
God, in the fight off God ſpeak we in Cay 
+ « Therefore ſeeing we have | this miniſtry, 
as we bave received mercy we faint not: But hav re- 
nounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking 


in craftineſs, nor handling the word of God deci 


S 1. 217. Þ IV. 2. 2. 
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(, 14 ) 
ly, but by manifeſtation of the truth commending our- 


{elves to every man's conſcience. j in the fight of God.” 
And indeed, it is neceſlary to that approving teſti- 


mony of conſcience which © 1s true, and is the 
ſource of real "ReFIOA0Y that the nature of actions, 
andthe inward ſprings of thoſe ations ſhould be taken 
into view. For aCtions that are materially good can 
never be denominated religious 1m the ſcripture ſenſe, 
if they do not ariſe. from a juſt opinion or belief of di- 
vine truth, hearty affeQion. to it, and experience of 
its power. - On the other hand, no inward affetions 
can be- truly religious, which da .not animate and 


quicken men to an holy uniform courſe of ation. 


| Accordingly, when we find the real fybje& of God— 


the true chriſtian deſcribed in his word ; it is mn this 
way—principle and ation are included—both are 


comprehended®. 


ALL the faithful miniſters of Chriſt then - will 


(with the apoſtle) ever aim to approve themſelves to 


God through the whole of their condut, Ther. 
great endeavor is to be accepted of him ; and in the 


method 


a _— I 
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 * Exck, xxxiv. 26,27, Ephes. iv. 20-25, v, 1. 
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method which be has appointed. They havelreſpea | 


to the chriſtian ſcheme, the remedy provided*in the 


| Goſpel for finners ; [heartily embrace the 
God through Chriſt, and that atonement” which 
opens the way to it : And are influenced; by hrs | 
grace to a conſiſtency of charafter., They a men | 
of integrity. Deceit 1s their die Fainnels | 
of ſpeech their pratice. As they deteſt all nivan and | 


"fervile compliances with the humors of othzs, dc- | 


Claring that, to pleaſe, which they do not Felice 3 | 

- _ to will they not ungroundedly tradyce the cliratters | 
ot their fellow-chriſtians, or miſrepreſent the tenets | 

and praftices to promote the defi ign of a lect & | party ; 

or appropriate the diſtinguiſhing charaQter of: Ahriſtian | 

to themliclves. They delire not «79 be cal Rab- 

bt, knowing that one is their Maſter, evert 'Chriſt, | 

and all his > TOLL are brethren.”* Poplar ap- 1 

plauſe 1s not their aim, but the commendition of | 


their God. at 


IN'a word, initead of looking/altagethez,al repu-! 


q__””” \— — 


tation and the good opinion of meh ; they jmaintain 


. a principal regard to the unerring judgmenf; of that: 


. ;Being 
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Being, © who loveth righteouſneſs, and whoſe counte- 
nance beholdeth the upright.” * Who will at laſt 


- openly own and honor them, and cauſe them to ſtand 


« before his face forever.” 


II. WE are yet to - conſider the reſult of this 


" teſtimony. * This is our rejoicing,” 


THIS witneſs of conſcience to an holy converſa- 
tion, affords ground of comfort and joy. It is the 
natural fruit of ſuch a teſtimony.} © A good man 
{hall be fatisfied from himſelf.” There muſt be fatil(- 
fation, where there is a conſciouſneſs of doing well. 
+ ** Beloved (fays Saint John) if our heart condemn 
us not, then have we confidence towards God.” The 
teſtimony of conſcience 1s an undoubted prelage 


of the inheritance to come ; of that which 1s incorrup- 


_ tible and undefiled, For the judgment of God at 


laſt—the ſentence to be paſſed upon men, wili be ac- 
cording to this teſtimony. Hence we find Saint Paul, 
when he refleed_ that || © he had fought a good 
fight, kept the faith and finiſhed his courſe ;” could 
ſay with the greateſt chearfulneſs, © henceforth there 


13 
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* Plalm xi. 7, 7 Prov. xiv. 14 +1. Eph. il, 24, | it. 1im.iv. 7,8. 
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RUDE 2 
is laid up for me a crown of riahtboufnels; wh tho 
Lord the righteous judge hall g21Ve me at that | wo” 


AND the dehght founded upon this t teikars 4 
tnuſt be ſuperior to every thing elte. | N othingfitithis | 
world can be 'cempared to it,” ''And-as the worll} gan 


not give, {6 it'can never take it away. 
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IN the prefent ſtate, difficulties " to be1 


ESO, Gd an 


Epec- 


ted, |* © In the world (ſays our [td to his Failol- 


ers) ye (Mall have tribulation.” "The religion af { 
Chriſt doesnot frreen it's profeflors torn troub!i EW 


"Qeſign is to ſupport and ſtrenothen them a It. 
'«@ Be 'of good cheer, I have overcame the and. 
The apoſtles and firſt chriſtians had | A larvs fl! hay of | 


affliion. And we will allow, that their circutaitan- 
Ces Were ſingular. But yet, both migiſte ers and hr; 
tianis in later ages of the church have not been' gbol- 
ly ſtrangers t0 {orrow. The abandoned part o man- 
kind, certainly .do not look with favorable <6 jup- 


on thoſe, whoſe condutt 15 a conſtant reflexion &pon 


their own, - In chany caſes therefore, ping agteably | 
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tothe dictates of conſcience, expales t0 reſentment 
and ill _ulage, , | 


[BUT unkind treatment hath fometimes ariſen 
to the diſciples of Chniſt-trom their own brethren. In 
tliis world we knowthings but 1mperfeftly. We have 
our corruptions . and . prejudices, We judge differ- 
ently of men and opinions, and cannot readily bear 
with a. difference of ſeatiment andzudgment.- Our pal- 
ſionsare apt torileand we think wemwſt give themyent. 
And the man who-oppoſes the opinions; of others,ſhall 
ſometumes be ſeverely treated, however conſcientious 


he may appear to the impartial ; and alſo to be vader 


the habitual influence of virtue and, goodneſs : And 


however both perhaps, may unite. 1n much greater 
things, than thoſe wherein they difler, Hence proceed 
many uncomfortable aQs, by which, the religion of the 
meek and compaſſionate Savior is diſhonored, and the 
hearts of his true friends greatly wounded. Now al- 
though they will not be inſenfible to theſe trials, but 
muſt be affeed with them ; yet with'the teſtimony 
of conſcience, they may not only * poſſeſs their fouls 
in patience,” but even-glory in the furnace. - Thus 
Job when he was ſenſible that * his friends ſcorned 


»7 


him, 


('/19 ) 4 - 
him,” could ſay to his unſpeakable FA PIR ” 4 My 
witneſs is in heaven and my record is on high.” And 
the apoſtle before us, when ſurrounded with diſt efſes, 
could break forth in this noble and triumphank lan- 
guage. + © The ſpirit itſelf witnefſsth with our ſp 
rit that we are the children of God; and if chifdten, 
then” heirs of God, and joint-heirs'with Chritt' if 
ſo be that we ſuffer with him,that we alſo may bf glo- 
rified together. For I reckon, that the ſufferings ils this + 
preſent time,are not worthy to be copael with the 


glory which ſhall be. reyealed 1n us.” Fj 
Ei; 


ONCE more. This teſtimony, 1 1s a pork of 
rejoicing.in the.hour of death, LES Is 


e&5 85; 
"1 7 


DE ATHi is the lot of all mankind. Goo) men 
have the fame ſeeds of mortality as the wicked, ©hich 
ſpring up in diſeaſes and ripen int9 death, Thoſe 
who are raiſed by God to any place of eminenrs, are 
{till compoſed of the ſame frail materials as Others, 
They are liable to the ſame animal dforders,and their 
Wes work and buſinels frequently Fend to vieaken 
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FOR bring on decays and baſten their difſolunon. 
Now when nature:is difſolving, and, fleſh, and heart 
failurg ;” what a ſupport mull, the conſciouſnels of. 1g+ 
tzgrity be | Sugh as poſlels it, neeg not be atfrighted 


at the King of terrors, but nyzeet him with firmneſs 


and compoſure, For © the righteoys” ſhall afſyredly. 
*.cnter into peace.;z they ſhall reſt In their beds, eack, 
cne walking 1N his yprightneſs,”* 


- HOW may thoſe then, who can in ſome. good 
degree adopt the language of the Apoſtle in our text, 
and who in great meaſure poſſeſs his charafter ! How 
may they be congratulated, when they are taken out 
of this life z and what conſolation muſt it afford us 


when we are called to part with them !, 


AND this I think may with the greateſt propri- 
ety be applied to the venerable ſervant of 9d, whoſe 


retiaifi are now before Us. 


FAM fully ſenſible how unfit Jam,andi in my rfitus i 


tion eſpecially, to give his character atlarge, and ſhall 
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got therefore attempt it.. But'as I have been: 6 i Mrin-: 
iſter"iq his neighborhoqd, for more than' tents <5ght 
years, of the ſame aſſocation, and bad a particy: Jab ac- 


G7 


quaintance with him ; I may, be forgiven, if 1 enflea- 


— 


yor to mention a few things, that 'were the:tzors 


_ th 


conſpicuouy 4n-him, 
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THE great Author of all a] was: plete to 
afford him ſtrong powers of mind,which being, inpro 


yed by a liberal education, he was ſuitably avalified 
for, and enabled to appear with dignity,in the kanors 


able employment of a miniſter of the, goſpel, a 
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- 
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THIS he did not cnter Ry Fay greek {eri- 
ouſnels, thoughtſulneſy and concern.] . He had” A Juſt 


{cnſe of the importance of the ofice—the ai 1 
attending it—the fidelity required, and the dangjr of A 
neglet of duty ; And his mind at times (1 have: heen | | 
informed)was fo oppreſſed with the weight of tho'york, 
that hewas ready toabandonall thoughts of the calſing, 
It pleaſed God however to remove his fears ; agd be- 


ing.as we doubt not, under the influence. of ding 


CC 20”) 
grace, he devoted! himſelf to the ferviceof his Maket 
and the care! of immortal: Guls: © And'pofſeing ſack 
views, he: diſcharged the duties of: his ation, with 
great i ome and-fidehity.” er 


WHEN he addrefled- the throne” of orace, it 
was with great ſeriouſneſs and pathos ; as one who 


had a ſtriking ſenſe” of _ duty, how intereſting | 
how ge” | 


IN his preaching, he'was remarkably Clear and 


plain. He did not ſtudy for ortiamenit, accuracy of 


diction, or elegance of ſtile ; but it was his chief aim 
to be underſtood by all, and that they might be made 
better by what he "offered, He firſt” endeavored to 
enlighten their underſtandings, and then to warm 
their hearts; And” there was a' fervot—an' earneſt. 
neſs in hismanter;; which 16d thoſt who heard' him, 
to believe; that he felt whathe- delivered, and com- 
manded: their attention, \ 


" HE'aid not think” himfif obtiged46"be confi- | 


Ks 7” ned 


(+3)... i. : 
ned to any. human ſyſtems, but thought for hipnſelf 
' To the word' of God he applied, There he inbibed 


his ſentiments, And'having adopted, what he Cappo- 
ſed the divine oracle inculcated, however i it a 
fer from the opinions of others, he freely and Hainly 
taveht it. "He preached not the thivgs of « do bthul 
diſputation,” or what would tend to'* ſtrife Ret ton- | 
tention,” but the more paſpnaſ and men 
tous' doctrines and Quties of the BIBLE. < 'T his 
perhaps rendered him leſs popular with ſome, qd In 
the courle of his miniſtry expoſed | him to rrembles. 


He nevertheleſs, went on ſteadily ad firmly. None 
of theſe things, very greatly moved him; his principal 
concern, being,to preſerve the teſtimony of his con- 


ſcience, and to obtain the fayor of his God. £# : 
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IN vifiting his people he evidently thong. In 
this reſpect it might be ſazd, ** " had his converts 


tion more abundantly towards them.! And they $annot 
ſoon forget him in this character, He! rejoiced wit them 


we: 


in . their proſperity, and {ympathized with. the To 
the adverſity. He'had a happy etlens of cou Fing | 
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his ideas—affording inſtruftion—adapting himſelf 6 


their yarious circumſtances ; ,and,could; make his vi- 
IAits greatly uſeful .and . profitable. 


IN domeſlc ife, he was 4 kind huſband and 
an affeRionate father. . He was bleſſed with a nume- 


| rous offspring. But in the righteous,though myſterious 


providence of God, many of his children were taken 


from him by death, and that, at an age, when they 


were peculiarly deſirable, and much happinels Was Cx- 


poſted from them. * One of them! 1 in particular, who 
was devoted to the "I of the ſanfuaty, and had 
been ſettled a few years in the miniſtry, From whoſe 


abilities and piety, it was hoped and believed, he 


would have been « great bleſling to his conneCtions 
«nd the world. But the Sovereign Diſpoſe! of all 
events, ſaw fit; to cut him down ih the prime and vi- 
gor of life ; and thereby to put an erid to all expecta- 
tions concefning bir. His untimely death is this 
day, and on this occafion, brought freſh to our te- 
niembrance. | And we are IN tavetit by ſuch 
Adifpenſatiotis 


—— 


""T-chev: Samuel Webſter, jun... Ht was ordained oy of the church in 'Tem- 
ple; New-Hampſhire, Oftober 23 1771, and died Auguſt 44 17773 in the 434th 
year of his age, and 6th of hls miniftry. 
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diſpenſations, that « all fleſh is as gals and al, F 


glory of man as the flower of graſs, The irs withs 
eth and the flower thereof falleth away.” 


were heavy trials ; but| our departed friend was tha 
bled to exerciſe patience and reſignation to the divine 
will. And theſe afflitions undoubtedly fitted Abn, 


to mourn with others i in their diftreſles, and led Kim 


both in bis converſation and preaching, to be (very 
attentive and particular as he was ; that Qtriking ; and 
ſpecial providences ſhquld make iripreſon * be 


ſuitably improved. | + : 


INDEED in his whole walk, both as 2 cilia 
and a miniſter, he exhibired the beauties of a;good 
life. He had his © converſation-as became the;grace 
of God.” He eyer appeared to act from the beſt ,mo- 
tives, - Principle and | practice were united it; him, 
He condudted not © with fleſhly wikdom, but 1 v Jim- 
plicity and godly fincerity' '—with| uniformith; 'and 

conſiſtency—not 1n one act only, but in his Feral 
courſe. He had his failings, none are withoutAhem. 
But perhaps few, in { long a life, with ſo manyie {chan- 
ges as he experienced, and various trials he me with, 
D 
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Fu, have condutted with note propriety, or r appear- 
cd to greater advantage. 


HIS life was protrated to a great age. He has 
outlived all his brethren 1 in the miniſtry around us, 
of the ſame ſtanding with him, And now, after « ha- 
ving ſerved his generation according to the will of 
God.” After having been a faithful miniſter, and'an 
expmplary chriſtiah, © he has fallen aſleep, and trbft 
be gathered to his fathers.” But bleſſed be God, he 
ſhalllive again. * Chriſt is the refarre&ion and the 
life.” And the © hour 13 coming, when all, who are 
in their graves ſhall hear his voice "and come forth.” 
And in that important day, when all ntankind Hall in 
their united nature ſtand before God, to be approved 
or rejected ; we doubt not, that this, his ſervant, will 
then be owned and honored by his Lord and Jndpe; 
and have that glorious ſentence pronounced upon 
him. *<« Well done thou good and faithful! ſervant 


—thou haſt been faithful—enter thon into the joy of 
thy Lord. 


; 
| 
' 
, 


MAY this conſideration dl have a ſuitable 


* Matth. xzxv. 2k, {| 
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influence upon us all and ſpecially, | be the ſu 


of thaſe who are more immediately atereſted is ' 


preſent bereavement. 


Q- 
yed, and ber acquaintance jato to, darkgel,” Ma - 
repair ta Him who is able to ſuſtain her. And | ! the 
midſt of her heayy. thoughts, may his conſolation 10- 
freſh her foul. May God be with (her | in ad : f ed 


ute and under growing infirmities. : [Primates tar for 


the ;mportant chavge, Always afford his grigdous 
preſence in this world, aud receive her to del; his 
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preſence forever, 
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AND may the ALMIGHTY Y| be the Ga of 
the children, as we truſt he was, vw God of thi fa- 


ther ; and make them bleſſings 1n their day an Eenc- 


ration. The opportunity of further perſonal 5 ; yan- 
ribaſe. 


Eh 


tage from their earthly parent myſt foreve 


They can no more go to him for! his counſe 


ad- 
monitions and prayers ; but their | here Nw 
lives ; * In him may they find mercy.” Mp! they 
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ever be {olicitous to ſecure his friendſtip hs hath 
declared himſelf the Father of the fattenles, * om 
find him their friend and ev erlaſting portion, © my 


"AND may you my friends of this church and 


congregation be concerned, to "rightly" notice, ind” 
wiſely improve t ki is diſpenſation 'bf Heaven.” "May ; 


you lay to heaft'the death of your miniſter,” You 
bave had for many yeats * a buttiing and a. ſhinibg 
light,” * Be thankfyl you enjoyed him ſo long, and 
for all the advantages you have received. No more - 
ſhall you hear bis - voice, his work Is finiſhed with 
men, his miniſtry is at an end, 7 Remember low 
you have received and heard, and hold faſt and repeat.” 
And may you be concerned in this day of viſitation, 
and in your bereaved ſtate, to bow before God, and 
wait upan him for healing the beedeh now v made upon 


you. 


I 
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—T The ſecond cherch Tar Salisbury Was gathered Now. 19, 2748, and ou the 
26th following, the Rev. Joſeph Parſons, A, M. Mpaitns (hr poten. He 
Se Mareb 13th, 1739, in the 69th pare his age and 21ſt of his mini. 


Rey. Samuel Webſter, D. D, was born Angui _ Ortaned Augut 12g 
1741, Died July 19th, 1796, in the 9$th year of his age and 55th of his L 
miniſtry, $ Rev. iii z. 
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you. We heartily wiſh you the gracics x 
direction 'of the great Head of the as Et 
Lord be| with you, and * lift up the light 4 : 
countenance upon- you.” Cultivate oY anc 
love, Study the-4 things which make for: x 
and wherewith 'you may edity one another.” A 
4 may .you,-with # one mind and one mouth x þ ; | 
God,” It is our fervent wiſh and prayer, «.F 1 
Lord, the God of the ſpirits 6t-all fibſh would Mt 
man over the congregation, which may go-out p ? 
them, and which may go in befare ther, and 1m 
4 may lead them out, and which may bring, thens 


that the congregation of : the Lord, be not as th | 
which bave no ſhephend,””* | Þ 


My brethrea in the minifirg 


Apd! we find orkives to be taſtening off the | ; 'W 
Of what importance i$ it,- we attend to the (hh 


call. Let us then endeavar to have our conve 7 at 
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85 becomes the goſpel of Chriſt, Let us ever af} with | 
that vides and ſimplicity 'in our whole courſe,/ and; 
with that tenderneſs and charity towards cach other ; 
a5 are certainly neceſſary, would / we poſſeſs the cha- 
rider of the miniſters of the behevolent Jeſus. Let 
us'aim to'execute with the-greateſt fidelity, "the.im- 
portant truſt committed $0'us, "© Tt is required /in 
ftewards'that 4 thian'be found fa'thful.”*: "Miniſters 
dre/flewards of the'myſterics of -God. ' Upon ary up” 
right diſcharge of our duty, depends the applay(c of 
the righteous Judge; at '*: the day of his: appearance 
and kingdom,” and” the ' award afcheavenly- glory. 
Looking forward to' the final account, may it quicken 


us to the greateſt diligence, "Tf: we are ſucceſsft), 
we ſhall have many for * our crown of rejoicing” at 
the coming of our Lord!' If weare faithful, <« taough 
rae! be not gathered, ” yet we ſhall have the teſti- 
mohy "of « conſcience 1 in our favor, and meet with the 
plaudit of our Maſter. * If we ſpend | our "ſtrength 
for nought, ſilt our judgment is with the A, km 
our reward with our God.” _— 
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that would you be erbpged for death, and ha [ all 
another ſtate 3 you alſo, muſt heatkeq to the vo$s 
conſticabs.lilitn to its. dictates, and, conduQ 
bly thereto. Bee then exhorted, Fr copy a 


to purſue the fame, Juſtification an cterhial liz ar 
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the free gift of God to men, on account of the 5 
of the great Redeemer. But fo long as holine AE 
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nr 15 "FH for heaven ; ſo; long as Lui 


muſt depend upon your conv erlaion May ye hen 


Ent 


be perſuaded to have ic, as the go pel requires—nflu- 


18 
enced by proper principles—without diſ-uiſe atd 


fectatiog-- 


7 'Eccles. viii $; ' 
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fettation=—plain and conſiſtent. Thus. will, ye go 
through this vale of tears with calmneſs and lerenity, 
with {elf cryoyment, and the moſt glorigus proſpets. 
Thus, while the hypocrites and wicked, "if upon 
* the borders of eternity, jultly and fearfully expeRiing 
divine wrath, ye may be glad and rejoice. Being ful- 
ly affuredthat, « THOSE WHO ORDER THEIR, 
CONVERSATION  ARIGHT; SHALL SEE 
THE SALVATION OF GOD.” 
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ev 
vary 
5 Wg% +08; 
, 
wo” 


4% 

IE 
SETS 

ALAN LAGO | 


or, 47, 
FBNe 
A 


Ss 
j$#A.Ly 


